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An element of art with 3 properties: 

(1) hue, the color name, e.g., red, yellow, blue, etc. 

(2) intensity, the purity and strength of a color, e.g., bright red or dull red

(3) value, the lightness or darkness of a color.

"Colour helps to express light, not the physical phenomenon, but the only light that really exists, that in the artist's brain."
Henri Matisse, 1945.
"The purest and most thoughtful minds are those which love color the most."
John Ruskin (1819-1900), English art critic.

"Color is my day-long obsession, joy and torment."
Claude Monet (1840-1926), French Impressionist painter.

"Artists can color the sky red because they know it's blue. Those of us who aren't artists must color things the way they really are or people might think we're stupid."
Jules Feiffer, contemporary American cartoonist and writer.

"Why do two colors, put one next to the other, sing? Can one really explain this? No. Just as one can never learn how to paint."
Pablo Picasso (1881-1973), Spanish artist.
"He who knows how to appreciate color relationships, the influence of one color on another, their contrasts and dissonances, is promised an infinitely diverse imagery."
Sonia Delaunay (1885-1979), French painter.

color scheme - A set of colors that are used in an artwork, and the way they are combined in an artwork; sometimes called a palette. A color scheme is particularly harmonious if its colors are aesthetically compatible with a root color. In devising such a palette, artists might employ theories or principles of color harmony. Examples include achromatic, monochromatic, complementary, analogous, split complementary, and triadic (three) color schemes.
achromatic - Color having no chroma — black, white and grays made by mixing black and white. 

monochromatic - Consisting of only a single color; may include its tints and shades.
complementary colors - Colors that are directly opposite each other on the color wheel, such as red and green, blue and orange, and violet and yellow. When complements are mixed together they form the neutral colors of brown or gray. 
analogous colors - Any two or more colors that are next to each other on the color wheel and are closely related. For example, blue, blue-green, and green all have the color blue in common. Families of analogous colors include: 
· warm colors - reds, oranges, and yellows.  Optically, warm colors generally appear to advance, coming toward the viewer.
· cool colors – greens, blues, violets.  Optically, cool colors generally appear to recede. 
split complementary - One color plus the two colors that are on either side of its complement on the color wheel. For example, the complement of orange is blue, and the two colors on either side of blue are blue-green and blue-violet. Therefore the split complements of orange are blue-green and blue-violet.

triad - Three colors equally spaced on the color wheel. For example, red, yellow and blue form a triad, as do orange, green and violet, and so on.

